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Bu calisma, Kayseri ve 6zellikle de Kiiltepe(Kanig) drenyeri ve yakin ¢evresinde orta-geg
Holosen’deki ortamsal degisimin belirlenmesini amaglamaktadir. Kiiltepe, Erciyes Dagi’nin
kuzeydogusundaki Sarimsaklt Ovasi’nda yer almaktadir. Polen analizleri i¢in en yakin alan
ise bu yerlesmenin 7 km giineybatisinda yer alan ve sig bir gol (ortalama 1 metre derin-
lik) olan Engir Goli’diir (38° 48" K, 35° 35" D; yiikselti 1078 m). Kiiltepe’de simdiye ka-
dar yapilan arkeolojik kazilarda tespit edilebilen en erken yerlesim, giiniimiizden 5000 yil
oncesine tarihlendirilmektedir. Bu yerlesme, en zengin dénemini Mezopotamya ile ticari ve
kiiltiirel iliskilerin gelistigi donem olan Asur Ticaret Kolonileri Cagi’'nda (M.O. 1950-1700)
yasamistir. Bu dénemin ardindan, M.0O. 1700’den 800’e kadar uzun bir siire boyunca yerles-
mede kesinti meydana gelmistir. M.O. 800°den itibaren yeniden baslayan yerlesme evresi,
Osmanli donemine kadar siirmiistiir. Engir Goli tabanindan Livingstone sondaj ekipmani ile
onceden alinan 393 cm’lik (G.O. 2300 y1l) karota ek olarak yeni alinan 717 cm (G.O. 4850
yil) uzunlugundaki karot tizerinde depolen analizleri yapilmistir. Ayrica, gol ortami ve havza
hakkinda degerlendirme yapmak amactyla Troels-Smith, organik madde miktarini belirlemek
icin Loss-on-ignition analizleri gergeklestirilmistir. Tilia 2.0.41 yazilim: kullanilarak polen
diyagramlari ¢izilmis ve radyokarbon yaglandirmasi sonuglarina gore dogrusal enterpolasyon
kullanilarak kronoloji olusturulmustur. iki sediman karotundan elde edilen veriler karsilasgtiri-
larak daha dogru sonuca ulasilmaya ¢alisilmstir. ilk verilere gére, G.O. 4695-4440 yillarinda
AP (odunsu taksonlar)/NAP (otsu taksonlar) oranlar1 ve bireysel taksonlar gol seviyesinin bu
donemde yiiksek olduguna isaret etmektedir. G.O. 4430-4300 tarihlerinde kurak bir donem
yasanmistir. G.O. 4200°de AP degerlerinin diisiik olmas1 ve NAP degerlerinin % 95 kadar
yiiksek bir degere ulagmasi, bu tarihte bir dncekine gore ¢ok daha siddetli kurak bir donemin
yasandigini gostermektedir. Bu donem, Holosen’de meydana gelen dnemli kurak ve soguk
donemlerden biri olan 4.2 olayma karsilik gelmektedir. Bu dénem, G.0. ~3950’de AP deger-
lerinde meydana gelen belirgin bir artisla son bulmaktadir. G.O. 3950-3700yillar1 arasinda
Kiiltepe’de yasanan refah donemi polen diyagraminda tarimsal faaliyetlerin yogunlagtigina
dair tokson tiirleri ile desteklenmektedir. G.O. 1835’te odunsu tiirlerdeki 6zellikle Pinus’taki
yiikselis nemli bir donem yasandigini gostermektedir. Nemlilik durumu degismekle beraber bu
donem G.0. 1280’e kadar devam etmistir. G.O. 1280 ile 1030 yillari arasinda kurak bir dénem
yasanmistir. Genel degerlendirme yapildiginda uzun dénemli kesintiler yasanmakla birlikte
G.0. 4820-930 arasindaki donemde tarimsal faaliyetlerin (meyve ve tahil tarrmi) yogun olarak
yapildig1 anlasilmaktadir. G.O. 930°dan itibaren ise Kiiltepe gevresinde dzellikle tahil tarimi-
nin yogunlastigi gorilmistiir.
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to determine the mid-late Holocene environmental change of Kayseri and
especially Kiiltepe (Kanis) archaeological site and its immediate surroundings. Kiiltepe is
located in Sarimsakli Plain in the northeast of Mount Erciyes. The closest area for pollen
analysis is Engir Lake (38°48'N, 35° 35'E; elevation 1078 m), which is located 7 km southwest
of this site and is a shallow lake (average 1 meter depth). The earliest settlement that can be
found in archaeological excavations in Kiiltepe is dated as 5000 years ago. This settlement-
lived it s richest period during the Assyrian Trade Colonies Period (1950-1700 BC), the period
during which the commercial and cultural relations developed with Mesopotamia. After this
period, the settlement was interrupted for a long time from 1700 BC to 800 BC. After 800 BC,
the new settlement stage continued until the Ottoman period. Pollen analyses were carried
out on the 393 cm long sediment core taken with Livingstone drilling equipment from the
Engir Lake. Pollen analyses were also carried out on the newly acquired core of 717 cm
(4850 years) length in addition to 393 cm (2300 years) sediment core taken with Livingstone
drilling equipment from the Engir Lake. In addition, Troels-Smith analyses were carried out to
evaluate the lake environment and basin, Loss-on-ignition analyses to determine the amount of
organic matter. The pollen diagrams were drawn using Tilia 2.0.41 software and a chronology
was created using the linear interpolation of the radiocarbon dating results. It has been tried
to reach a more accurate result by comparing the data obtained from two sediment cores.
According to the obtained preliminary data, the rates of AP (woody taxa) / NAP (grass taxa)
and individual taxa in 4695-4440 BP indicate that the lake level is high in this period. An arid
period was experienced between 4430-4300 BP. The low AP values at 4200 BP and the high
NAP values reaching 95% indicate that there is a much more severe dry period than before.
This period corresponds to the 4.2 event, one of the important dry and cold periods that took
place in the Holocene. This time ends with a significant increase in AP values at ~3950 BP. The
prosperity period in Kiiltepe between 3950-3700 BP is supported by the taxa of agricultural
activities intensified in the pollen diagram. The rise in woody taxa in 1835, especially at
Pinus, shows that it is a wet period. This period it continued until 1280 BP. An arid period
was experienced between 1280 and 1030 BP. As well as the long periodic interruptions, It is
understood that agricultural activities (fruit and cereal agriculture) were intensively carried
out in the period between 4820-930 BP. From 930 onwards, it has been observed that the
cereal cultivation especially around Kiiltepe has been intensified.
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