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18. yiizy1l modern jeolojinin kurulus ¢agidir. Yurdumuzda ilk jeolojik ¢alismalar 1839'da ilan edilen Giilhane
Hatt1 Hiimayunu'ndan sonra yabancilar tarafindan baglatilmig; bu aragtirmalar ya yabancilara verilen maden isletmeleri
ya da cografya ve arkeoloji ile ilgili olarak yapilmigtir. 1800°1i yillarin ikinci yarist ile 1900’1 yillarin baslarinda
yabanci arastiricilar tarafindan yapilan jeolojik ¢alismalar sonucunda Tiirkiye'nin bazi bdliimlerinin jeolojisinin kismen
aydinlatilmasi miimkiin olmustur. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyetinin kurulmasindan itibaren jeolojiye ayr1 bir onem verilmistir.
1933 yilinda Birinci Sanayi Plani’nda Jeoloji Enstitiisii kurulmasi giindeme gelmis, tilkemiz yeralt1 kaynaklarinin devlet
eliyle ortaya konulmasi ve degerlendirilmesi diisiincesi ile 1933 yilinda Ekonomi Bakanligina bagli “Petrol Arama ve
Isletme Idaresi” ve “Altin Arama ve Isletme Idaresi” kurulmustur. 22 Haziran 1935 tarihinde ise 2804 sayili Kanunla
yeralt1 kaynaklarimizin sistemli olarak aragtirilmasi amaciyla daha 6nce kurulan ve bu kurumlari biinyesine alan Maden
Tetkik ve Arama Enstitiisii kurulmustur.

MTA Enstitisii'niin kurulmasiyla jeoloji arastirmalarinda onemli gelismeler olmus, yerli ve yabanci
yerbilimcilerin katilimiyla sistemli olarak Tiirkiye'nin jeoloji haritalarinin yapimina hiz verilmistir. MTA Genel
Miidiirliigti, 2804 sayili kanunda belirtilen gdrev kapsami cercevesinde yer alti kaynaklarinin aranmasina yonelik
yerbilimleri arastirmalarini stirdiirmektedir. Bu kapsamda 6zetle:

* Yerbilimleri ilgi alanlarinda ve madencilik sektoriinde yararlanilmak iizere jeolojik altyapilar1 bilgileri
olusturmak, iilkemizin jeolojik yapisini ve dzelliklerini aragtirmak,

* Bu aragtirmalara paralel olarak iilkemizin gesitli dlgekli ve amagli jeoloji haritalarini, degisik teknik ve
yontemlerle jeofizik haritalarim ve degisik dlgekte metalojeni haritalarini yapmak, bunlari gelisen bilgi ve teknolojiye
gore siirekli olarak yenilemek ve giincellemek

+ Ulkemizde metalik maden, endiistriyel hammadde, kémiir, petrol, dogal gaz, jeotermal enerji vb. yer alti
kaynaklarini arayip bulmak ve bunlar1 madencilik sektdrii ile yatirimcilarin hizmetine sunmak

* Deprem, heyelan, sel vb. dogal afetler bakimindan riskli bir cografyada yer alan iilkemizde, bu afetlerin
onceden belirlenmesine yonelik ¢esitli calismalar yaparak degisik dl¢ekte diri fay, heyelan vb. haritalar tiretmek

* Hizli bir sanayilesme ve kentlesme siirecinin yasandigi lilkemizde ¢evre ve insan sagligi sorunlari ile
ilgilenmek, bu amagla metropoliten ve tibbi jeoloji projeleri hazirlamak

» Madencilik sektdrii basta olmak iizere tiim yerbilimleri dallarinda eleman yetistirmektir.

MTA’nin yiiklendigi en 6nemli gérevlerden birisi madencilik sektdriine eleman yetistirmektir. Kurulusundan
itibaren pek c¢ok yerbilimciye yurtigi ve yurtdisi egitim olanaklari saglamis, bir¢ok iiniversitede Maden ve Jeoloji
Miihendisligi boliimleri kurulmasma destek olmus, elemanlarini ders vermek icin {iniversitelere yollamigtir. Boylece,
kendi iiniversitelerimizden Jeoloji Miihendisi, Jeofizik Miihendisi, Maden Miihendisi vb.nin yetistirilmesiyle, bir
yerbilimei ordusunun faaliyete ge¢mesine katkida bulunmustur. Universitelerimizden mezun olan yerbilimcilerin de
biiylik bir ¢ogunlugunu istihdam etmis olan MTA, hem uygulayici, hem egitim kurumu haline gelmistir. MTA’da
deneyim kazanan yerbilimciler 6zel sektoriin vazgecilmezleri oldugu gibi, {niversitelerimizin de saygin &gretim
kadrolarim olusturmuslardir. Ozellikle 1970°li ve 2000°li yillar arasinda iiniversitelerimizin yerbilimleri ile ilgili
boliimlerinin egitim eleman kadrolarinin 6nemli bir kismimin MTA kdkenli olmasi bu anlayisin en somut gostergesidir.

Ayrica ¢ tarafi denizlerle ¢evrili olan lilkemizde deniz arastirmalarini da yiiriiten kurumumuz, bu ¢alismalari
yaparken modernlestirilmis laboratuar imkanlarindan ve uzaktan algilama tekniklerinden genis 6l¢iide yararlanmaktadir.
Bu giine kadar iirettigi bilgileri on iki bine yaklasan raporlarla derleme arsivine kazandirmistir. Diger yandan MTA’l1
arastirmacilar tarafindan yapilan yayinlarla Tiirkiye genelinde, yerbilimleri dalinda tiniversiteler ve tiim kamu kurumlar
dahil olmak iizere dokuzuncu (kamu kurumlar1 arasinda birinci) sirada yer almasi gurur vericidir. MTA yaptigi
caligmalar ve iirettigi tirlinlerle her zaman ilkleri
Gergeklestirmis, lilkemizde yerbilimleri diinyasina 151k tutmustur. Tiim yaptiklartyla MTA; "Yerbilimleri'nin Merkezi"
olarak anilma onurunu yasamaktadir.
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The establishment of modern Geology was in 18th century. The first geological studies in Turkey were started
by the foreign scientists after the proclamation of Imperial Edict of Giilhane in 1839. They were mostly related with
either mining exploitations given to the foreigners or geography and archeology. The geological studies carried by the
foreign scientists from 1850°s to the early 1900’s resulted in the partial clarification of the Geology of some parts in
Turkey.

Beginning form the establishment of Republich of Turkey, Geology has been more important than the earlier
times. An Institute of Geology was thought to be formed in 1933 with the First Industry Plan. In the same year,
“Petroleum Exploration and Exploitation Administration” and “Gold Exploration and Exploitation Administration”
were founded as committed to Ministry of Economy for the aims of exploring and assessing the natural resources by
goverment. Then, in June 22, 1935 Institute of Mineral Research and Exploration was established with the aims of
systematic research on the natural resources.

Hence the foundation of the institute, there occured very important developments in the geological researches
and the rate of systematically making geological maps of Turkey increased rapidly.

General Directorate of MTA, within the frame of 2804 law, continues to the earth science researches oriented
mostly to the exploration of natural resources. In this context, the goals are as a summary:

* To form a geological background to be used in earth sciences and mining sector; to investigate the geological
characteristics and structure of Turkey,

» To make Geology, geophysics and metallogeny maps of Turkey in various scales and uses; to continuously
update them according to the technological developments,

» To explore our own resources of metallic mines, industrial raw materials, coal, petroleum, natural gas,
geothermal energy etc., and to present them to mining sector and to the investors.

» Knowing the position of Turkey in a geographically risky zone with the natural disasters like earthquakes,
landslides, floods etc., to perform studies like mapping active faults and landslides etc., to forecast them in advance,

* To deal with the human and environmental health issues in Turkey which has been rapidly industrialized and
urbanized; to carry projects focusing on metropolit and medical Geology topics,

* To raise highly qualified people to firstly mining sector and also to other earth science diciplines.

One of the most important principles of MTA is to raise qualified persons to the mining sector. Hence its
establishment, MTA has provided many education facilities in Turkey and abroad to many earth scientists; has
supported the foundation of Mining and Geological Engineering Departments in many universities and has allowed its
own employees to teach in universities. Therefore, it has made contributions to raising many geological, geophysical
and mining engineers in national universities. General Directorate of MTA, which has also accomodated many new
graduates within, become both implementing and educating association. Earth scientists who worked in MTA for a
period become both indispensable persons for the private sector and also form the qualified staff of the universities. It is
evident that the university staff in Geology and mining departments between 1970s and 2000s have mostly employee
origin in MTA.

Additionally, General Directorate of MTA who carries also oceanography researches, uses the modern
laboratory facilities and remote sensing techniques. Up to now, approximately 12.000 reseach reports have taken their
places in its archive. According to the publication rates, MTA is the 9th among the universities and govermental
agencies; the first among only the govermental agencies in Turkey. General Directorate of MTA always carries the
prime performances with its researches and its products; also lights the way for the earth sciences. With all these,
General Directorate of MTA experiences the honour of to be the “Center of Earth Sciences”.



