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The territory of Bulgaria is located in the northern branch of the of the Alpine orogen on the Balkans and contains rock complexes of Precambrian to Phanerozoic age, reworked by several tectonic events. This geological diversity on an although small territory (110 000km2) is presently over imposed by active relief-building, determined by extension, representing the northernmost part of the Aegean extensional region. Therefore, we have a quite lucky over imposing of geohistorical evolution and relief-building, determining the richness of Bulgaria in geosites of both geomorphological and scientific importance and all together – in opportunity to speak for the potential geoparks..
In 1998 a new legislation related only to the preserved territories was adopted. According to it the preserved territories were divided into 6 groups: Reserves, National parks, Natural beauty spots, Supported reserves, Natural parks, and, Preserved sites. The geological sites belong to all mentioned groups, no comments regarding the geoparks in this law..
The first list of geological heritage in Bulgaria was published in 1964 and 55 geological sites were included in it. Ten years later, in 1974, they became 224 and now stand at over 360. 
In 1998 during the ProGEO annual meeting the concept of UNESCO GEOPARK Programme was firstly advertised and the idea for the creation of geoparks was adopted by the Bulgarian geologists. Unfortunately, up to date no geoparks have been created. However, such opportunities are discussed. 
As potential future geoparks may be considered: 
- “Pobitite kamuni” (“Dikili-tash”, the upright stone columns) - a spectacular natural and geological phenomena subject of severe scientific discussions and surrounded by a unique landscape, built up in Paleogene sediments.
- Some areas from SE Bulgaria and the southern Bulgarian Black Sea Coast, with spectacular geosites showing the evolution of the Late Cretaceous subduction-related arc-system. A future geopark here should indicate the specific features of magamatic rocks, structures, ore geology and geodynamics. In these area the geological sites are further more combined with some specific wetlands and landscape rock forms.
The general overview of both above areas is completed by numerous historical sites.
- The picturesque gorge of Iskar River N of Sofia, entrenched about 1300 m in the Balkan Range, being the deepest valley on the Balkans and exhibiting a rock section from the Lower Palaeozoic to the Tertiary with numerous sites of both esthetic and scientific value.
Numerous other opportunities may be listed, like areas with specific erosional landscapes (e.g. Belogradchik rocks of northwest Bulgaria - red beds of Early Triassic age; Melnik Pyramides of southeast Bulgaria, formed in continental Neogene sediments) or areas with interesting paleontological and mineralogical sites.
The creation of geoparks will create new opportunities for geotourism in areas with already established national and international touristic interest, but will also establish new opportunities for economic development, thus meeting the requirements for a geopark. 
